Public procurement 101

Public procurement is the process where public authorities, such as government departments or local authorities, purchase work, goods or services from companies. ​It is governed by law – to maximise value for money – but also to ensure compliance with the following three principles. 


Equal treatment ​
Every interested party should get the same information, treatment and same chances to submit a Bid. Public procurers have to ​use objective criteria in order to select the best party for the contract. ​

Non-discrimination ​
Public procurers can’t discriminate on the basis of nationality, in order to support the European Internal Market. ​

Transparency​
It has to be clear from the start what the requirements are for interested parties, how the requirements will be checked and scored, and what the (minimum) score should be to be eligible. ​

​
Additionally, proportionality plays an important role: ​

Proportionality​
Every aspect of the procurement process and bid requirements, should be reasonable with regard to the contract public procurers want to award. This contributes to making public contracts accessible to Small- and Medium sized Enterprises (SME)
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